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and even then, the purview of audits of the 
board of governors and federal reserve banks 
is limited. Under the direction of the Comp-
troller General, any General Accountability 
Office audit is prohibited by law from audit-
ing the board or federal reserve banks’ trans-
action history with foreign nations or infor-
mation related to monetary policy decisions, 
including discount window operations, open 
market operations, securities credit, and in-
terest on deposits; and 

Whereas, The American public should re-
ceive the accountability and transparency 
they deserve from their government. Pro-
viding the Comptroller General the author-
ity and directive to thoroughly audit the 
Federal Reserve will allow for better over-
sight and lift the cloak of secrecy off this 
highly-profitable and influential government 
institution. Congress must take the actions 
necessary to fulfill its oversight responsi-
bility: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the Congress of the United 
States to direct the Comptroller General to 
complete a full audit of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System and 
the federal reserve banks; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute: 

S. 2946. A bill to provide improved water, 
sanitation, and hygiene programs for high 
priority developing countries, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 113–286). 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

Report to accompany S. 2520, a bill to im-
prove the Freedom of Information Act (Rept. 
No. 113–287). 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute: 

S. 429. A bill to enable concrete masonry 
products manufacturers to establish, fi-
nance, and carry out a coordinated program 
of research, education, and promotion to im-
prove, maintain, and develop markets for 
concrete masonry products. 

S. 1014. A bill to reduce sports-related con-
cussions in youth, and for other purposes. 

S. 2022. A bill to establish scientific stand-
ards and protocols across forensic dis-
ciplines, and for other purposes. 

S. 2094. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of nationally uniform and environ-
mentally sound standards governing dis-
charges incidental to the normal operation 
of a vessel. 

S. 2482. A bill to implement the Convention 
on the Conservation and Management of the 
High Seas Fisheries Resources in the North 
Pacific Ocean, as adopted at Tokyo on Feb-
ruary 24, 2012, and for other purposes. 

S. 2484. A bill to implement the Convention 
on the Conservation and Management of the 
High Seas Fishery Resources in the South 
Pacific Ocean, as adopted at Auckland on 
November 14, 2009, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, without amendment: 

S. 2485. A bill to implement the Amend-
ment to the Convention on Future Multilat-
eral Cooperation in the Northwest Atlantic 

Fisheries, as adopted at Lisbon on Sep-
tember 28, 2007. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute: 

S. 2777. A bill to establish the Surface 
Transportation Board as an independent es-
tablishment, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. SANDERS for the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

*Leigh A. Bradley, of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself and 
Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. 2987. A bill to expand the boundary of 
Fort Frederica National Monument in the 
State of Georgia, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 2988. A bill to amend the Congressional 

Budget Act of 1974 to establish a Federal reg-
ulatory budget and to impose cost controls 
on that budget, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 2989. A bill to promote Federal-State 
partnerships for developing regional energy 
strategies and plans to mitigate risks in 
changing energy systems, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. HARKIN: 
S. Res. 595. A resolution recognizing Nobel 

Laureates Kailash Satyarthi and Malala 
Yousafzai for their efforts to end the finan-
cial exploitation of children and to ensure 
the right of all children to an education; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 313 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 313, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for the tax treatment of ABLE ac-

counts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members 
with disabilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 641 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 641, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
the number of permanent faculty in 
palliative care at accredited allopathic 
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, and other programs, to 
promote education in palliative care 
and hospice, and to support the devel-
opment of faculty careers in academic 
palliative medicine. 

S. 1249 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1249, a bill to rename 
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking of the Department of State the 
Bureau to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and to provide for an 
Assistant Secretary to head such Bu-
reau, and for other purposes. 

S. 2176 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2176, a bill to revise reporting re-
quirements under the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to pre-
serve the privacy of individuals, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2581 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2581, a bill to require the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
to promulgate a rule to require child 
safety packaging for liquid nicotine 
containers, and for other purposes. 

S. 2660 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2660, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify the spe-
cial rules for accident and health plans 
of certain governmental entities, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2723 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2723, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to qual-
ify homeless youth and veterans who 
are full-time students for purposes of 
the low income housing tax credit. 

S. 2964 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2964, a bill to extend the trade ad-
justment assistance program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 38 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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Con. Res. 38, a concurrent resolution 
expressing the sense of Congress that 
Warren Weinstein should be returned 
home to his family. 

S. RES. 578 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 578, a resolu-
tion supporting the role of the United 
States in ensuring children in the 
world’s poorest countries have access 
to vaccines and immunization through 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 595—RECOG-
NIZING NOBEL LAUREATES 
KAILASH SATYARTHI AND 
MALALA YOUSAFZAI FOR THEIR 
EFFORTS TO END THE FINAN-
CIAL EXPLOITATION OF CHIL-
DREN AND TO ENSURE THE 
RIGHT OF ALL CHILDREN TO AN 
EDUCATION 
Mr. HARKIN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 595 
Whereas on October 10, 2014, the Norwegian 

Nobel Committee awarded the 2014 Nobel 
Peace Prize to Kailash Satyarthi and Malala 
Yousafzai; 

Whereas the International Labour Organi-
zation estimates that, worldwide, 168,000,000 
children are exploited financially, with 
85,000,000 children working in very hazardous 
environments and deprived of an education; 

Whereas the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization esti-
mates that 121,000,000 children are not in 
school; 

Whereas Kailash Satyarthi has personally 
rescued more than 82,000 children from the 
worst forms of child labor; 

Whereas Malala Yousafzai has promoted 
education for girls in Pakistan since she was 
11 years old and is an advocate for worldwide 
access to education; 

Whereas Kailash Satyarthi has endured 
threats on his life as a result of such rescue 
efforts; and 

Whereas the Taliban attempted to kill 
Malala Yousafzai on October 9, 2012, as a re-
sult of her efforts to encourage more girls to 
attend school: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes Nobel Laureates Kailash 

Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzai as symbols 
of peace and advocates for ending the finan-
cial exploitation of children and for the right 
of all children to an education; 

(2) commends all individuals working 
around the world to end the scourge of child 
slavery and to advance education for all chil-
dren; 

(3) recognizes the challenges that remain 
in ending the financial exploitation of chil-
dren and providing access to an education for 
all children; 

(4) urges all governments, civil society or-
ganizations, businesses, and individuals to 
unite in the common purpose of protecting 
children from losing their childhoods as well 
as their futures; and 

(5) recognizes the dedication and commit-
ment to freedom, the rights of children, and 
the endurance of the human spirit, dem-
onstrated by all individuals who make sac-
rifices to build a more peaceful world. 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3974. Mr. REID (for Mr. MENENDEZ) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 2142, to 
impose targeted sanctions on persons respon-
sible for violations of human rights of 
antigovernment protesters in Venezuela, to 
strengthen civil society in Venezuela, and 
for other purposes. 

SA 3975. Mr. REID (for Mr. CARPER (for 
himself and Mr. COBURN)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2521, to amend 
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, to 
provide for reform to Federal information se-
curity. 

SA 3976. Mr. REID (for Mr. PAUL) proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 1281, to 
amend the Public Health Service Act to re-
authorize programs under part A of title XI 
of such Act. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3974. Mr. REID (for Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 2142, to impose targeted sanc-
tions on persons responsible for viola-
tions of human rights of 
antigovernment protesters in Ven-
ezuela, to strengthen civil society in 
Venezuela, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Venezuela 
Defense of Human Rights and Civil Society 
Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The Central Bank of Venezuela and the 

National Statistical Institute of Venezuela 
stated that the annual inflation rate in Ven-
ezuela in 2013 was 56.30, the highest level of 
inflation in the Western Hemisphere and the 
third highest level of inflation in the world 
behind South Sudan and Syria. 

(2) The Central Bank of Venezuela and the 
Government of Venezuela have imposed a se-
ries of currency controls that has exacer-
bated economic problems and, according to 
the World Economic Forum, has become the 
most problematic factor for doing business 
in Venezuela. 

(3) The Central Bank of Venezuela declared 
that the scarcity index of Venezuela reached 
29.4 percent in March 2014, which signifies 
that fewer than one in 4 basic goods is un-
available at any given time. The Central 
Bank has not released any information on 
the scarcity index since that time. 

(4) Since 1999, violent crime in Venezuela 
has risen sharply and the Venezuelan Vio-
lence Observatory, an independent non-
governmental organization, found the na-
tional per capita murder rate to be 79 per 
100,000 people in 2013. 

(5) The international nongovernmental or-
ganization Human Rights Watch recently 
stated, ‘‘Under the leadership of President 
Chàvez and now President Maduro, the accu-
mulation of power in the executive branch 
and the erosion of human rights guarantees 
have enabled the government to intimidate, 
censor, and prosecute its critics.’’. 

(6) The Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2013 of the Department of State 
maintained that in Venezuela ‘‘the govern-
ment did not respect judicial independence 
or permit judges to act according to the law 
without fear of retaliation’’ and ‘‘the govern-
ment used the judiciary to intimidate and 
selectively prosecute political, union, busi-
ness, and civil society leaders who were crit-
ical of government policies or actions’’. 

(7) The Government of Venezuela has de-
tained foreign journalists and threatened 
and expelled international media outlets op-
erating in Venezuela, and the international 
nongovernmental organization Freedom 
House declared that Venezuela’s ‘‘media cli-
mate is permeated by intimidation, some-
times including physical attacks, and strong 
antimedia rhetoric by the government is 
common’’. 

(8) Since February 4, 2014, the Government 
of Venezuela has responded to 
antigovernment protests with violence and 
killings perpetrated by its public security 
forces. 

(9) In May 2014, Human Rights Watch found 
that the unlawful use of force perpetrated 
against antigovernment protesters was ‘‘part 
of a systematic practice by the Venezuelan 
security forces’’. 

(10) As of September 1, 2014, 41 people had 
been killed, approximately 3,000 had been ar-
rested unjustly, and more than 150 remained 
in prison and faced criminal charges as a re-
sult of antigovernment demonstrations 
throughout Venezuela. 

(11) Opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez was 
arrested on February 18, 2014, in relation to 
the protests and was unjustly charged with 
criminal incitement, conspiracy, arson, and 
property damage. Since his arrest, Lopez has 
been held in solitary confinement and has 
been denied 58 out of 60 of his proposed wit-
nesses at his ongoing trial. 

(12) As of September 1, 2014, not a single 
member of the public security forces of the 
Government of Venezuela had been held ac-
countable for acts of violence perpetrated 
against antigovernment protesters. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

ANTIGOVERNMENT PROTESTS IN 
VENEZUELA AND THE NEED TO PRE-
VENT FURTHER VIOLENCE IN VEN-
EZUELA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States aspires to a mutually 

beneficial relationship with Venezuela based 
on respect for human rights and the rule of 
law and a functional and productive relation-
ship on issues of public security, including 
counternarcotics and counterterrorism; 

(2) the United States supports the people of 
Venezuela in their efforts to realize their full 
economic potential and to advance rep-
resentative democracy, human rights, and 
the rule of law within their country; 

(3) the chronic mismanagement by the 
Government of Venezuela of its economy has 
produced conditions of economic hardship 
and scarcity of basic goods and foodstuffs for 
the people of Venezuela; 

(4) the failure of the Government of Ven-
ezuela to guarantee minimal standards of 
public security for its citizens has led the 
country to become one of the most violent 
and corrupt in the world; 

(5) the Government of Venezuela continues 
to take steps to remove checks and balances 
on the executive, politicize the judiciary, un-
dermine the independence of the legislature 
through use of executive decree powers, per-
secute and prosecute its political opponents, 
curtail freedom of the press, and limit the 
free expression of its citizens; 

(6) Venezuelans, responding to ongoing eco-
nomic hardship, high levels of crime and vio-
lence, and the lack of basic political rights 
and individual freedoms, have turned out in 
demonstrations in Caracas and throughout 
the country to protest the failure of the Gov-
ernment of Venezuela to protect the polit-
ical and economic well-being of its citizens; 
and 

(7) the repeated use of violence perpetrated 
by the National Guard and security per-
sonnel of Venezuela, as well as persons act-
ing on behalf of the Government of Ven-
ezuela, against antigovernment protesters 
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